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Silage Quality and Milk Quality

There has been a lot of talk about the quality of silage after such a wet summer - low dry matter, low energy and low protein.
The low protein and low protein quality could have serious implications for the calving cow. In late lactation the pregnant cow has a huge requirement for protein, with the almost full-weight calf and also the preparation for colostrum/ milk production.
The cow will normally have a reserve of protein ‘floating’ around in her body. This protein reserve will be used for the production of colostrum in early lactation and will also contribute to the overall milk protein yield.
If the dietary protein is not enough to maintain this protein ‘reserve’ then the cow could develop a protein deficiency which could show up as

· Poor quality colostrum

· Low milk protein 

· Low milk yield
In order to correct this protein deficiency, cows should be supplemented with a high protein concentrate or up to 1kg Soya bean meal in the weeks pre-calving. After calving, the cow should receive a high protein concentrate as she approaches peak milk yield and the breeding season.

If you haven’t checked you silage quality, it might be worth considering. A silage analysis report will indicate if you need to give your cows extra protein before they calve.
For further information contact Dan O’Connor Feeds or Tom Starr Greenvale Animal Feeds (087 6697010) or your local branch of Arrabawn Co-op.

